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Why we wear poppies on Remembrance day

The poppy is the enduring symbol of remembrance. It is strongly linked with Armistice Day
(11th November), but the poppy's origin as a popular symbol lies in the landscapes of the First
World War. Poppies were a common sight, especially on the Western Front where they
flourished in the soil churned up by the fighting and shelling.
Artificial poppies were first sold in Britain in 1921 to raise money for the Earl Haig Fund in
support of ex-servicemen and the families of those who had died in the conflict. They were
supplied by Anna Guérin, who had been manufacturing the flowers in France to raise money
for war orphans.
Selling poppies proved so popular that in 1922 the British Legion founded a factory - staffed by
disabled ex-servicemen - to produce its own. It continues to do so today.
Next year it will be 100 years since poppies were first sold.

Words and Pictures courtesy of IWM and British Legion
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Quiz

1.

After World War I, what name was given to the day observed on 11th November
commemorating the fallen?

2.

What hour of the day starts the two-minute silence to mark the reverent remembrance of the
glorious dead?

3.

How many seconds are there in a solar day?

4.

Where in London do The Queen, politicians and military representatives lay wreaths on
Remembrance Sunday?

5.

Which West coast American State was admitted to the Union on 11th November 1889?

6.

In 1956, the date for Remembrance Sunday was fixed and can only fall between which
dates?

7.

What is the French name for Sunday?

8.

What country has a commemorative day called Yom HaZikaron?

9.

The Lady Haig Poppy factory makes and sells exclusively to Scotland. Their poppies have a
particular difference to those in England, what is it?

10. ‘Memory’ is a hit song for Elaine Page from which West End musical?
11. In which country is Flanders, known for its poppies which grew on the battle-scarred ground
of the First World War?
12. Collecting donations for the poppy appeal was often called rattling tin cans for charity, but
what is the chemical symbol for tin?
13. New Zealand has a National Day of Remembrance on the 25th April. What is it called?
14. What was the subject of the film A Night to Remember released in 1958?
15. What is the botanical name for the red poppy?
16. What is the name of the poem by Rupert Brooke that begins “If I should die, think only this of
me…?

17. What is the commemorative name given to November 11th in the USA?
18. What is the birthstone for November?
19. In 2006 a poppy was created to commemorate the sacrifice given by animals in war time.
What is its colour?
20. Which TV programme ended its last episode in its last series with the main characters fading
from a battle scene to a field of poppies?

(Answers on page 8)
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The Lairg Memorial

The Lairg memorial is six feet two inches square at the base and rests on a basement of
Rogart granite, over 3 foot high. The inscription block is of red Swedish granite. The memorial
is of a very unusual design, in that it has a round “broken” column on a square plinth on a
three stepped square base. On either side are inscribed the names of one woman and 54
men who died in WWI. The majority of them are Seaforth Highlanders.
The memorial was unveiled on Saturday the 30th of September 1922.
The names of the eleven people who lost their lives in WWII are also inscribed on the
memorial.
In 1968 the format of the remembrance service changed with this being the last attended by
the Lairg branch of the British Legion, led by Dr Alford. The two minutes silence was then
taken inside the church of Scotland with the presence at the memorial after the service.
Things changed again after the memorial surround underwent an update. There was once
again the Legion’s presence and silence at the memorial.
Text taken from The Rogart and Lairg British Legion Book by John Macdonald
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The Lairg Memorial

As we are unable to hold a remembrance service this year, we have photographed the four
sides of the memorial for you see and read the names of the fallen from our community.
Remembrance Day is to honour all the men and women who have lost their lives serving our
country and we remember all those who have fallen both in the two World Wars and the many
conflicts that have followed and still continue today.
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The Unknown Warrior
Who is the Unknown Warrior Buried in Westminster Abbey?

In 1916 Reverend David Railton, a serving Chaplin on the front in France noticed in a back
garden at Armentières, a grave with a rough cross, on which were pencilled the words "An
Unknown British Soldier" and this is where, the thought of such a burial seems to have
come from.
At the west end of the Nave of Westminster Abbey is the grave of the Unknown Warrior,
whose body was brought from France and was buried there on 11th November 1920. The
grave, which contains soil from France, is covered by a slab of black Belgian marble from a
quarry near Namur.
The body was chosen from unknown British servicemen exhumed from four battle areas,
the Aisne, the Somme, Arras and Ypres.
The remains were taken to the chapel at St. Pol on the night of 7th November 1920. The
General Officer in charge of troops in France and Flanders, Brigadier General L.J. Wyatt,
with Colonel Gell, went into the chapel alone, where the bodies lay on stretchers covered by
Union Flags. They had no idea from which area the bodies had come. General Wyatt
selected one, and two officers then placed it in a plain coffin and sealed it. The other three
bodies were reburied.
The next day the coffin was placed inside another which had been sent over specially from
England made of two-inch thick oak from a tree which had grown in Hampton Court Palace
garden, and was lined with zinc. Within the wrought iron bands of this coffin a 16th century
crusader's sword was placed from the Tower of London collection.
The coffin plate bares the inscription:
A British Warrior who fell in the Great War 1914-1918 for King and Country.
The body of the Unknown Warrior may be from any of the three services, Army, Navy or Air
Force, and from any part of the British Isles, Dominions or Colonies and represents all those
who died who have no other memorial or known grave.

Page 7

Find out about Legion Scotland

In June 1921, Field Marshal Earl Haig formed the Royal British Legion Scotland (Legion
Scotland as it is now known), by bringing together several charities that had been set up to
help those returning to Scotland from the horrors of the First World War, and their families.
Legion Scotland now has nearly 150 branches and over 60 associated clubs across Scotland
in locations from Kirkwall to Dumfries, and the Isle of Bute to Edinburgh. Each branch, which
is run by volunteers, is different. But what they all have in common is their desire to work
towards improving the circumstances of ex-service people across Scotland.
When servicemen and women return to civilian life after serving with the Armed Forces some
are in need of community and friendship, maybe as a result of their experiences in the
services or purely because they are no longer part of the ‘military family’ they had come to rely
on. We make a difference every day to the lives of Scotland's veterans through providing
comradeship, befriending and practical advice, whether they left military service yesterday or
50 plus years ago.
Anyone can become a member of Legion Scotland. You do not need to have served, just be
someone who supports the aims and objectives of the organisation. By joining you show your
support for ex-service people across Scotland and you will be helping a caring organisation
dedicated to making life better for the ex-service community. The membership year runs from
1 November and costs £15.
Your local Branch is the Creich and Kincardine Branch which also includes Rogart and Lairg.
To join please contact the Branch Secretary Fiona Porter by e-mail
f.porter514@btinternet.com or by writing to her at Marish, East Tulloch, Bonar Bridge,
IV24 3AP.
If you would like to make a donation please send a cheque payable to
RBLS Creich and Kincardine Branch to Fiona Porter at the above address.
Fiona says “As Legion Scotland enters its 100th year, it needs your support
now as much as ever. So please join us! Remembrance means a great
deal to me as my grandfather died in WW2. But with a father who spent 40
years in the Merchant Navy and RAF and a husband who served in the
Parachute Regiment, what’s most important to me is that we are here for
veterans and their families when they need us.”
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Commonwealth Graves

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) is
an intergovernmental organisation of six independent member
states whose principal function is to mark, record and maintain the
graves and places of commemoration of Commonwealth
nations military service members who died in the two World Wars.
With over a million deaths across the UK and the Dominions, and
with nearly all the dead being buried on the battlefield, there was a
huge demand for high quality headstones at the end of the war,
along with stone for the monuments that are dotted around the
battlefields, such as the Thiepval memorial and the Menin Gate
memorial, which together commemorate over 100,000 of the
missing of the Somme and Ypres respectively. In total, nearly 1.3
million names are engraved either on individual headstones or on
memorials to those who have no known grave. Headstones for
unidentified casualties have the epitaph, by Rudyard Kipling
"A Soldier of the Great War known unto God.”
By 1921 over 1,000 cemeteries had been established, and 4,000
headstones were shipped to France every week. Most of the
headstones were made of Portland stone, derived from Portland
on the south coast. But the demand was so high that other
sources had to be found and the other main source of headstones
was in Derbyshire, from Hopton Wood Quarry.
There are many war graves here in the UK and all over the world
that the CWGC look after, and if you look in our cemetery here in
Lairg you will see a few. In Scotland however, because of the cold
and harsh winters we can have, most war grave headstones are
made of granite. This is because of its durability; granite also has a
crystalline structure which can take a high polish. If appropriately
treated, granite headstone can have a long lifespan with relatively
little maintenance required, which makes them very suitable for
here in the Highlands.

LDCI Quiz Answers
1.

Armistice or Remembrance
Day

2.

11th hour

3.

86400

4.

The Cenotaph

5.

Washington

6.

8th and 14th November

7.

Dimanche

8.

Israel

15. Papaver Rhoeas

9.

No leaf

16. The Soldier

10. Cats

17. Veterans Day

11. Belgium

18. Topaz

12. Sn

19. Purple

13. Anzac Day

20. Black Adder Goes Forth

14. The Titanic

How did you do?
1-5/20

5-10/20

10-15/20

15-10/20

Poor

Okay

Good

Excellent
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Commemorating Armistice Day

Armistice day is commemorated around the world in many different ways.
The main focal point for many is in Flanders at the Menin Gate or Thiepval on the Somme.
Like everywhere this year both of these Memorials will not be holding their normal services,
but that doesn’t mean the soldiers will not be remembered. A lone Bugler will sound the last
post at the Menin Gate.

The Menin Gate is a war memorial in Ypres in Belgium dedicated to the British
and Commonwealth soldiers who were killed in the Ypres Salient of WWI and whose graves
are unknown.

The Menin Gate

Following its opening in 1927, the citizens of
Ypres wanted to express their gratitude towards
those who had given their lives for Belgium's
freedom. Every evening at 8pm the road is closed
under the memorial, a bugler from the Last Post
Association sound the "last post” and wreaths are
laid by the local fire brigade. The only break in this
tradition was during the occupation of the town by
the Germans in WWII. The Ceremony was moved
to Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey,
England during the this time and the daily
ceremonies continued. On the evening of 6th of
September 1944, Polish forces liberated Ypres
and the daily ceremony at the Menin Gate was
resumed despite the fact that heavy fighting was
still taking place in other parts of the town.

The Thiepval Memorial is near the village of
Thiepval Picardy in France. It is dedicated to
both British and South African servicemen who
died in the Battle of the Somme of WWI and
have no known grave. Built with 10 million
bricks, it rises over 45m high to overlook the
notorious Thiepval Ridge. It is quite simply one
of the most majestic war memorials in the
world. In the Portland stone piers the names are
engraved of over 72,000 men who were lost in
the Somme battles. The Thiepval Memorial also
serves as an Anglo-French battle memorial to
commemorate the joint nature of the 1916
offensive.

The Thiepval Memorial
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Colouring In Activity

Show your support for our Armed Forces community and display a poppy in the window of your
home during the Remembrance period.

Scottish Charity No: SC014096
This magazine is funded by:

Thank you for reading issue 27 of the Lairg Magazine! If you would like to put something in the magazine,

please send it to the contact details below. We are very much open to ideas and suggestions, so please
get in touch by emailing: projectofficer@lairginitiative.co.uk. Phone for Chair Kaye: 07500453301, Vice
Chair Norman: 07742025719 or write to us at Schoolhouse, Main Street, Lairg, IV27 4DD

